
Representation Guidance Note for the Ipswich Borough Council Local Plan Review Final Draft 

Regulation 19 Public Consultation – Wednesday 15th January – Monday 2nd March 2020 

Ipswich Borough Council is consulting on the Ipswich Local Plan Review Final Draft, consisting of:  

• the Core Strategy and Policies Development Plan Document (DPD) Review Final Draft; 

• the Site Allocations and Policies (incorporating IP-One Area action Plan) DPD Review 

Final Draft; 

• Local Plan Policies Maps Final Draft; 

• Final Draft Ipswich Local Plan 2018-2036 Sustainability Appraisal Report (Strategic 

Environmental Assessment and Sustainability Appraisal (including Health Impact 

Assessment)); 

• Consultation Statement Ipswich Borough Council Local Plan Review Preferred Options 

January – March 2019; and 

• Supporting Documents. 

The consultation on the Ipswich Local Plan Review Final Draft will run from 9.00am on Wednesday 

15th January 2020 and conclude at 11.45pm on Monday 2nd March  2020. Representations must be 

received by the Council within the consultation period. Please note this is an extension to the 

original consultation deadline.  

Ipswich Borough Council will submit all representations made about the Local Plan by the date 

specified,  to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government alongside the 

Ipswich Local Plan Review Final Draft. An independent Planning Inspector will then be appointed by 

the Secretary of State to undertake an Examination of the Final Draft Local Plan.  

Even if you have submitted comments to previous consultation stages, it is important to consider 

whether to submit a representation at this stage of the process. Should you wish a matter raised at 

previous consultations to be considered in the assessment of the Final Draft Local Plan then it is 

important to make a representation at this stage of the process. 

The nature of this consultation has some differences from consultations undertaken on previous 

drafts of the Ipswich Borough Council Local Plan Review. This guidance note has been prepared to 

explain these differences and assist you in submitting representations. At this stage we are only 

inviting views on whether you consider that the Final Draft Ipswich Local Plan review is legally 

compliant, complies with the duty to cooperate, and is sound.  

Legal Compliance  

To be legally compliant, the Final Draft Local Plan Review should: 

• Be prepared in accordance with the Ipswich Local Development Scheme (LDS) (February 

2019); 

• Be prepared in accordance with the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) (March 

2018); 

• Comply with the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) ( England) Regulations 

2012. This includes public participation in the preparation of Local Plan (Regulation 18), 

publication of the Local Plan (Regulation 19)and making copies available at principal 

offices and on the Council’s website (Regulation 22); 

• Be supported by a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) report; 

• Have regard to national policies and advice; 



Local Development Scheme (LDS) - sets out the Council's project plan for the preparation of 

documents and the programme of work for preparation of its Local Plan. The Local Plan should be 

included in the current Local Development Scheme (February 2019) and the key stages should have 

been followed. The Local Development Scheme is available on the Council’s website 

https://www.ipswich.gov.uk/content/local-development-scheme 

Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) – The Statement of Community Involvement sets out 

how the Council will engage with the public in the delivery of its planning functions. The Ipswich 

Borough Council Statement of Community Involvement (March 2018) is available on the Council’s 

website https://www.ipswich.gov.uk/content/statement-community-involvement-review 

The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 – The Council is 

required to publish documents prescribed in the Regulations and make them available at its principal 

office and in other appropriate locations, and on its website. It also sets out who the Council must 

consult on preparation of the Local Plan and when. The Regulations can be viewed at 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/contents/made 

Sustainability Appraisal / Strategic Environmental Assessment – The Local Planning Authority is 

required to undertake a Sustainability Appraisal, incorporating the requirements for Strategic 

Environmental Assessment, and to publish a Sustainability Appraisal Report when it publishes a Plan. 

This should identify the process by which the Sustainability Appraisal has been carried out, and the 

baseline information used to inform the process and the outcomes of that process. Sustainability 

Appraisal is a tool for appraising policies to ensure they reflect social, environmental and economic 

factors. The Sustainability Appraisal Report (including Health Impact Assessment) can be viewed on 

the Council’s website www.ipswich.gov.uk/currentconsultations. Comments are invited on the 

Sustainability Appraisal Report. 

Habitats Regulations Assessment – The Habitats Regulations Assessment is a process for ensuring 

that a Plan will not adversely affect the integrity of European wildlife sites. The assessment is 

required under the 1992 Habitats Directive and the 2009 Wild Birds Directive. A Habitats Regulations 

Assessment has been undertaken and can be viewed at www.ipswich.gov.uk/currentconsultations. 

Comments are invited on the Habitats Regulations Assessment. 

Duty to Cooperate 

To meet the Duty to Cooperate requirements, Ipswich Borough Council must demonstrate how it 

has engaged constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis with adjoining Local Planning 

Authorities and other public bodies to maximise the effectiveness of strategic planning policies 

within the Ipswich Local Plan Review Final Draft.  

The Statement of Common Ground is the means by which strategic policy-making authorities can 

demonstrate that a plan is based on effective cooperation and that they have sought to produce a 

strategy based on agreements with other authorities. The Statement of Common Ground is available 

to view on the Council’s website at www.ipswich.gov.uk/currentconsultations.  

Comments relating to the Duty to Cooperate must be specific in terms of how and why the plan has, 

or has not met its Duty, and this should be supported with evidence and justification. 

Soundness 

Soundness is explained in paragraph 35 of the National Planning Policy Framework. Plans are sound 

if they are: 

https://www.ipswich.gov.uk/content/local-development-scheme
https://www.ipswich.gov.uk/content/statement-community-involvement-review
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/contents/made
http://www.ipswich.gov.uk/currentconsultations
http://www.ipswich.gov.uk/currentconsultations
http://www.ipswich.gov.uk/currentconsultations


Positively prepared  
 

Providing a strategy which, as a minimum, seeks to meet the 
area’s objectively assessed needs; and is informed by 
agreements with other authorities, so that unmet need from 
neighbouring areas is accommodated where it is practical to do 
so and is consistent with achieving sustainable development.  

Justified  
 

An appropriate strategy, taking into account the reasonable 
alternatives, and based on proportionate evidence.  

Effective  Deliverable over the plan period, and based on effective joint 
working on cross-boundary strategic matters that have been 
dealt with rather than deferred, as evidenced by the statement 
of common ground.  

Consistent with national policy  
 

Enabling the delivery of sustainable development in accordance 
with the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework. 

 

If you think the content of a plan is not sound because it does not include a policy where it should 

do, you should go through the following steps before making representations: 

• Is the issue with which you are concerned already covered specifically by national 

planning policy? If so, does it need to be included in the local plan also? 

• Is what you are concerned with covered by any other policies in the plan on which you 

are seeking to make representations? 

• If the policy is not covered elsewhere, in what way is the plan unsound without the 

policy? 

• If the plan is unsound without the policy, what should the policy say? 

General advice 

If you wish to make a representation seeking a modification to the plan or part of the plan you 

should make clear in what way the plan or part of the plan is not sound having regard to the legal 

compliance, duty to cooperate and soundness criteria. 

You should try to support your representation with evidence showing why the plan should be 

modified. It would be helpful if you also say precisely how you think the plan should be modified.  

Representations should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting information 

necessary to support/justify the representation and the suggested modification, as there will not 

normally be a subsequent opportunity to make further submissions based on the original 

representation made at publication. After this stage, further submissions will be only at the request 

of the Inspector, based on the matters and issues he/she identifies for examination. 

How to submit a representation  

Comments on the documents being consulted upon may only be made in writing.  

Comments on the Ipswich Local Plan Review Final Draft are encouraged via the Council’s local plan 

consultation module on the website at https://ipswich.oc2.uk/.  

Comments forms are also available online at www.ipswich.gov.uk/currentconsultations for 

download or printing, or via the Customer Services Centre at Ipswich Town Hall, Grafton House in 

Russell Road and at Ipswich County Library. Comments forms can be e-mailed to 

PlanningPolicy@ipswich.gov.uk or posted to Planning Policy, Planning and Development, Ipswich 

https://ipswich.oc2.uk/
http://www.ipswich.gov.uk/currentconsultations
mailto:PlanningPolicy@ipswich.gov.uk


Borough Council, Grafton House, 15-17 Russell Road, Ipswich, IP1 2DE and must be received by 

11:45pm on Monday 2nd March 2020.  

What happens next 

After the consultation has closed Ipswich Borough Council will submit the Final Draft Ipswich Local 

Plan Review and any representations made about the Local Plan within the date specified,  to the 

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government. 

An independent Planning Inspector will then be appointed by the Secretary of State to undertake an 

Examination into whether the Final Draft Ipswich Local Plan Review is legally compliant, meets the 

duty to cooperate, and passes the tests of soundness. 

The Examination will include hearing sessions held by the Planning Inspector in public at which those 

who have made a valid representation have the right to speak. If you wish to speak, please make this 

clear in your representation.  

Please note that whether you make a representation or not you may request to be notified of the 

following steps: 

• The submission of the Publication Draft Ipswich Local Plan Review to the Secretary of 

State for Housing, Communities and Local Government for independent examination; 

and/or 

• Publication of the Planning Inspector's Report on the Ipswich Local Plan Review; and/or 

• Adoption of the Ipswich Local Plan Review. 

Privacy Statement 

Ipswich Borough Council is the data controller for the purposes of the Data Protection Act 2018 and 

other regulations including the General Data Protection Regulation (Regulation (EU) 2016/679).  

As part of our public task, we will process your comment, and store your information securely. Your 

comment and name will be made public as it will form part of the evidence base used to inform the 

creation of planning policy documents, but we will not publish your email address, contact address 

or telephone number.  

Please note that we are required to provide your full details to the Planning Inspector and 

Programme Officer for the purposes of producing the development plan in accordance with the 

statutory regulations on plan making. 

The above purposes may require disclosure of any data received in accordance with the Freedom of 

information Act 2000. We will use this information to assist in plan making and to contact you 

regarding the planning consultation process. 

 

 


