
Ipswich Town Centre and Waterfront Public Realm Strategy Supplementary Planning 
Document – Call for Ideas 
 
Ipswich Borough Council is preparing an Ipswich Town Centre and Waterfront Public Realm 
Strategy Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). ‘Public realm’ is the term used to 
describe the shared spaces between buildings, including streets and squares, to which the 
public has free access.  
 
The SPD will provide additional guidance to policies contained in the Ipswich Local Plan 
adopted in February 2017. Further information on the Local Plan can be found at 
www.ipswich.gov.uk/localplan. The SPD will not set new policies but will be a material 
consideration in taking decisions on planning applications. The Council has already adopted 
a number of SPDs which can be found at www.ipswich.gov.uk/services/supplementary-
planning-documents. 
 
The SPD will provide a strategy for the enhancement of the public realm, primarily in the 
town centre and waterfront areas, and will guide the commissioning of new hard and soft 
landscaping works, including street furniture, street trees and paved surfacing design. 
 
At this stage we are asking for ideas on what the SPD should contain within this scope. This 
consultation is being carried out under Regulation 12 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. Following this initial Call for Ideas 
consultation, there will be a public consultation on the draft SPD which is anticipated to take 
place during Autumn/Winter 2017/18.  
 
We would appreciate any ideas you may have on the content of the SPD – the questions 
and suggestions below may act as useful prompts.  
 

 Which areas in the town centre would benefit from public realm improvements? 
 

 How can the experience of moving round the town centre on foot or by cycle, for 
instance from the railway station or to the waterfront, be made easier, clearer and 
more pleasant? 
 

 Are there any areas in the town centre or waterfront area that you feel are barriers to 

walking and cycling? 

 Do you have any thoughts about the design of public spaces, for instance use of 
paving types, street furniture such as seats and lighting, signage?  
 

 What do you think about the provision of greenspace in the town centre, not including 
the main parks such as Christchurch and Holywells?  What about street tree 
planting? 

 
Please send any comments by 11.45pm on Wednesday 26th July 2017 to the planning 
policy team via e-mail at planningpolicy@ipswich.gov.uk or by post to Planning Policy, 
Ipswich Borough Council, Grafton House, 15-17 Russell Road, Ipswich, IP1 2DE. A 
comments form is available on our website at www.ipswich.gov.uk/consultations. If you 
would like further information, please contact Planning Policy on 01473 432019.  
 
 

http://www.ipswich.gov.uk/localplan
http://www.ipswich.gov.uk/services/supplementary-planning-documents
http://www.ipswich.gov.uk/services/supplementary-planning-documents
mailto:planningpolicy@ipswich.gov.uk
http://www.ipswich.gov.uk/consultations

