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BRINGING OBJECTS AND
STORIES TO LIFE
THROUGH
INSPIRATIONAL
LEARNING EXPERIENCES

“Hands on activities meant all children were really engaged.
They left with much more knowledge.”
Teacher, Ditchingham Primary
NEW 2015/16 Prehistory - Life in the Stone Age at Ipswich Museum
NEW 2015/2016 Constable - Our Great Local Artist at Christchurch Mansion
School sessions for Ancient Egypt and local history studies
Loans Boxes

IPSWICH
MUSEUM
neW prehistory for Ks2
how did life change for people during
the stone Age?
During this full-day visit, pupils
investigate, question and compare
two prehistoric lifestyles. Costume,
role-play and props bring the distant
past to life. Activities include:

• Making individual ceramic pots
based on Neolithic designs and
techniques
• Handling and analysing real objects
to reach conclusions about why
some evidence survives whilst other
evidence does not
• ‘Hunting and gathering’ team
challenges which encourage pupils
to consider how diﬀerent life was in
Mesolithic Suﬀolk

Journeys in Ancient egypt
for Ks2
Ancient civilisations: Life and Death
in Ancient egypt

During this full-day visit, pupils will
map the journey of an Ancient
Egyptian object from the potter that
made it to the Museum visitors that
handle it today. Activities include:

• Handling real Ancient Egyptian
objects to discover the stories they
have to tell
• Creating a living timeline and making
a clay Shabti for the Pharaoh
• Stepping into the mummy's tomb
and discovering the importance of
the afterlife
• Exploring the Natural History gallery
and discover the animals that
inspired the gods of Ancient Egypt

MEET EARLY ANCESTORS AND EGYPTIAN PHARAOHS
ON DAYS OF DISCOVERY AT IPSWICH MUSEUM

ipsWich At WAr for Ks2
Local history: What was life like in
ipswich during the second World
War?

During this half-day visit, pupils
uncover the history of their town by
taking on the roles of a local wartime
family. Combining fun, hands-on
activities with the use of real artefacts,
pupils will discuss their ideas and use
evidence to strengthen or weaken
arguments. Activities include:
• Building a model air raid shelter
• Sending coded messages on the
working Morse Code machine
• Using real and replica Second World
War objects to role-play, including
telephones, gas masks, ration books
and clothing

neW AnimAL cLAssificAtion
session for Ks1
explore the animal kingdom to bring
science and english skills to life

During this half-day visit, pupils
investigate traditional displays and
handling collections to employ and
practise scientiﬁc enquiry skills including observation, prediction and
measurement. Activities include:

• Identifying the ﬁve basic classes of
animal, using the fantastic Victorian
Natural History Gallery
• Learning new scientiﬁc vocabulary
and understanding how to apply it
• Handling skulls to predict the size of
whole animals
• Practising teamwork,
communication and problem solving
skills in interactive activities

CHRISTCHURCH
MANSION
neW constAbLe: our greAt
LocAL Artist for Ks2
Discover what rural life was like in
the 19th century using artworks and
social history objects

During this half-day visit, paintings are
brought to life using costume,
role-play and props to learn about the
life of the great artist, John Constable.
The session supports learning in
history, art and English, developing
new techniques, understanding and
skills. Activities include:
• Creating miniature 3D landscapes
and using tablets to capture
diﬀerent viewpoints
• Handling geology and social history
objects from the Ipswich collection

LocAL history stuDies for Ks1
AnD Ks2
extending pupils’ chronological
knowledge beyond 1066 these
sessions focus on what life was like
for people living and working in
ipswich in the past. choose from the
following:

tudors: the Withypoll family at
christchurch mansion
During this full-day visit, pupils are
transported back to Tudor times to
question how real objects and
evidence can be used to tell the
history of where they live. Activities
include:

• Weaving wattle panels to learn
about Tudor buildings and how they
might compare to those from
ancient civilisations or present day
• Plotting an explorer's voyage around
the world on a Tudor map and
discovering the goods the explorers
brought back from other countries
• Examining mysterious Tudor objects
to ﬁnd clues about what they were,
how they work and who might have
used them

This school session is part of Aspire, a partnership programme touring ‘Salisbury
Cathedral from the meadows’ 1831 to ﬁve UK institutions. Aspire is supported by
the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Art Fund

Victorians - the fonnereau family at
christchurch mansion
A full or half-day session brings this
Victorian home to life with pupils
playing the role of servants to
complete kitchen and laundry chores
that need to be done. Activities
include:

• Dressing up, making real butter and
role-playing the Victorian washing
week
• Using real and replica objects to
investigate how rich and poor
people in Victorian Ipswich lived,
through the stories of the people
who made the Mansion their home
• Taking part in deportment activities,
silhouette drawing, and much more

toys for Ks1
During this half-day session children
explore how toys have changed over
the last 150 years in hands-on
activities that reveal more about the
amazing toy collection at Christchurch
Mansion. Activities include:

• Playing with a variety of old toys and
ﬁnding out how they work
• Seeing how pictures come to life in a
Victorian Zoetrope
• Hearing a very special Victorian
musical book and working out how
the animal sounds are made

STEP BACK IN TIME TO LEARN ABOUT THE LIVES OF LOCAL
PEOPLE USING WONDERFUL OBJECTS AND PAINTINGS IN
A VERY SPECIAL HOUSE

BOOKINGS INFORMATION AND OTHER SERVICES

contact us:
All school, nursery and group visits, including self-led visits, must be booked in advance.
Risk assessment advice and a list of frequently asked questions can be found on the
website.

museums@ipswich.gov.uk
www.ipswich.gov.uk/content/school-visits
01473 433550

Visit the website to view the cost per pupil for school sessions. We encourage schools
to use their local museums and therefore oﬀer a 50p discount per child for schools within
the Ipswich borough.

Entry to Ipswich Museum and Christchurch Mansion is free (including adults
accompanying the group)

schools Loan boxes
Borrow one of our loan boxes to bring objects from the past into your classroom. Use
them to spark children's imagination at the start of a project, develop their thinking and
enquiry skills or support post-visit work. Visit the website or contact us for details. Boxes
contain a mix of replica and real objects, photos, documents and teachers' notes.

topics include prehistory, fossils, Animal classiﬁcation, natural history, birds, and
butterﬂies.
All loan boxes must be collected and returned to Ipswich Museum. Visit the website for
more details and contact us to book.
early years
Museums are exciting places for young children to explore, inspiring curiosity and rich
conversations, and their experiences are just as important as those of any other visitor
coming through our doors.
We oﬀer lots of fun activities for young children and their parents, grandparents and
childcare providers. These include:
• On-gallery topic boxes that link to the objects in Ipswich Museum
• ‘Woolly’s Treasure Chest’ to introduce young children to their local museum
• ‘Musical Art’ to introduce young children to artwork in their local art gallery
• ‘Mini Mammoths’, a monthly session for children aged 2-5 and their parents

Colchester+Ipswich
Museums

