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Introduction  

 
1.1 Ipswich Borough Council commissioned Arcadis Consulting UK (Ltd) to produce an 

addendum to the Strategic Environment Assessment (including Sustainability 

Appraisal) (SA) of the emerging Ipswich Local Plan Review at Final Draft stage in 

response to two additional pieces of evidence: 

 

• The aligned local plans for Suffolk Districts Area Air Quality Assessment, report 

for Suffolk County Council & Ipswich Borough Council, WSP (2020). 

• Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, AECOM (2020). 

 

1.2 The SA published in January 2020 and identified the social, economic and 

environmental effects of the emerging Local Plan Review throughout its evolution. It 

made a series of recommendations of how to address any negative effects of the 

emerging Local Plan. 

 

1.3 The purpose of the addendum was to review the two further pieces of evidence and 

check whether they affected the conclusions of the SA prepared in January 2020.  

 

1.4 The addendum makes a number of recommendations in light of the new evidence 

that has been presented. This report outlines the Council’s response to these 

additional recommendations. 
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Table showing Response by IBC to the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Addendum (Air Quality & Flood Risk) Recommendations 

Sustainability Appraisal 

SA Objective Policy/ Site Mitigation/ Recommendations Response 

13 N/A GI throughout the Borough should be joined in a coherent 
network that enables the movement of wildlife through the 
network and into or out of the Borough freely with minimal 
blocking off by roads or the built form. Best efforts should be 
made to ensure that the tree canopy in Ipswich increases over 
the Plan period, which can only be achieved by ensuring new 
developments include the provision of new GI that is in part 
comprised of tree planting.  GI should be comprised of a diverse 
range of native species capable of supporting a diverse range of 
wildlife, including insects. Blue infrastructure such as wildlife 
rich ponds and streams should be protected and enhanced 
within the GI network. Measures should be adopted by the 
Council to help minimise air pollution associated with transport 
movements caused by the Plan and, specifically, minimises 
atmospheric nitrogen deposition at sensitive habitats. 

Policy CS16 sets out the Council’s strategic approach to 
its GI network and policy SP6 safeguards land for new 
open space. The requirement for biodiversity net gain 
has been applied consistently throughout the Local 
Plan and this will help to implement the Councils GI 
strategy. Policy DM9 requires trees to be planted on a 
2 for 1 basis and this will help the Council to achieve its 
target of 22% canopy cover by 2050. Policy DM8 
requires ecological mitigation for wildlife rich sites, 
such as County Wildlife Sites, where they could be 
damaged through new developments. This includes 
through atmospheric nitrogen deposition. Policies 
CS20, DM3, DM21 and DM22 collectively seek to 
minimise air pollution associated with transport 
movements caused by development. 

7 IP214 To reduce air pollution the development should include electric 
charging points and establish travel plans that could include car 
sharing initiatives and public transport. The provision of cycle 
storage and walking and cycling routes into and out of the Site 
would help to reduce emissions associated with transport. 
Further mitigation can be applied through reducing the amount 
of window opening in new buildings which face onto the road. 
It is also expected that development would conform with policy 
CS20, within which the council have committed to a Transport 
Mitigation Strategy. 

Policy DM21 requires new development to incorporate 
electric vehicle charging points, include travel plans 
and prioritise sustainable transport modes (walking, 
cycling and public transport). Policy DM22 also 
requires cycle parking to be incorporated into new 
developments. Policy DM3 may also require these 
measures, such as limiting window openings onto the 
road, to be included as part of the overall mitigation 
strategy for managing the impacts of air quality. 

11 IP031b All developments in Flood Zone 3 would require an FRA. To 
manage flood risk, development should be designed to include 
green infrastructure and SUDS. The site layouts should be 
designed to avoid development in the floodplain. Appropriate 

Policy DM4 will apply to the development of this site 
and this requires flood risk assessments in areas at risk 
of flooding. In addition, it emphasises the importance 
of SuDS as a means of reducing the risk of flooding and 
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safety measures such as safe refuge should be incorporated in 
accordance with Policy DM4.   

acknowledges the role of green infrastructure in 
mitigating flood risk, where appropriate. Furthermore 
it also requires development to be adequately 
protected from flooding in accordance with adopted 
standards of the Suffolk Flood Risk Management 
Strategy and to remain safe for the lifetime of 
development. 

11 IP043 A flood risk assessment of the site is likely required. To manage 
flood risk, development should be designed to include green 
infrastructure and SUDS. The site layouts should be designed to 
avoid development in the floodplain. 
Where possible, each site should be designed to avoid areas of 
highest flood risk. Appropriate safety measures such as safe 
refuge should be incorporated in accordance with Policy DM4. 

Policy DM4 will apply to the development of this site 
and this requires flood risk assessments in areas at risk 
of flooding. In addition, it emphasises the importance 
of SuDS as a means of reducing the risk of flooding and 
acknowledges the role of green infrastructure in 
mitigating flood risk, where appropriate. The policy 
adopts the NPPF hierarchy for managing flood risk 
which includes the avoidance aspect. Furthermore it 
also requires development to be adequately protected 
from flooding in accordance with adopted standards of 
the Suffolk Flood Risk Management Strategy and to 
remain safe for the lifetime of development.  

11 IP064a All developments in Flood Zone 3 would require an FRA. 
To manage flood risk, development should be designed to 
include green infrastructure and SUDS. The site layouts should 
be designed to avoid development in the floodplain. 
Appropriate safety measures such as safe refuge should be 
incorporated in accordance with Policy DM4. 

Policy DM4 will apply to the development of this site 
and this requires flood risk assessments in areas at risk 
of flooding. In addition, it emphasises the importance 
of SuDS as a means of reducing the risk of flooding and 
acknowledges the role of green infrastructure in 
mitigating flood risk, where appropriate. Furthermore 
it also requires development to be adequately 
protected from flooding in accordance with adopted 
standards of the Suffolk Flood Risk Management 
Strategy and to remain safe for the lifetime of 
development. 

11 IP098 All developments in Flood Zone 3 would require an FRA. 
To manage flood risk, development should be designed to 
include green infrastructure and SUDS. The site layouts should 

Policy DM4 will apply to the development of this site 
and this requires flood risk assessments in areas at risk 
of flooding. In addition, it emphasises the importance 



 

5 | P a g e  
 

be designed to avoid development in the floodplain. 
Appropriate safety measures such as safe refuge should be 
incorporated in accordance with Policy DM4. 

of SuDS as a means of reducing the risk of flooding and 
acknowledges the role of green infrastructure in 
mitigating flood risk, where appropriate. Furthermore 
it also requires development to be adequately 
protected from flooding in accordance with adopted 
standards of the Suffolk Flood Risk Management 
Strategy and to remain safe for the lifetime of 
development. 

11 IP150d Undertake a Flood Risk Assessment for the site and the 
development should be designed to include green 
infrastructure and SUDS to reduce flood risk. The site layouts 
should be designed to avoid development in the floodplain. 
Appropriate safety measures such as safe refuge should be 
incorporated in accordance with Policy DM4. 

Policy DM4 will apply to the development of this site 
and this requires flood risk assessments in areas at risk 
of flooding. In addition, it emphasises the importance 
of SuDS as a means of reducing the risk of flooding and 
acknowledges the role of green infrastructure in 
mitigating flood risk, where appropriate. Furthermore 
it also requires development to be adequately 
protected from flooding in accordance with adopted 
standards of the Suffolk Flood Risk Management 
Strategy and to remain safe for the lifetime of 
development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


