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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
SWT Trading Ltd: Ecological Consultants, the trading company of Suffolk Wildlife Trust 
(SWT) was commissioned by Ipswich Borough Council to carry out a Wildlife Audit 
commencing in July 2012 with the project ending  September 2013. Previous audits had 
been carried out in 2000 and 1992. A short list of 153 sites was drawn up by the Council, 
subdivided into Category 1, Category 2 and County Wildlife Sites. This introduction relates 
to the Category 1 Sites only. 
 
As part of the assessment of the sites, SWT were asked to assess the wildlife value of each 
site and highlight issues associated with Biodiversity Action Plan habitats and species and 
also protected species. Information was provided regarding structural diversity and also the 
connectivity of sites, particularly where wildlife corridors could be identified. 
 
2.0 OBJECTIVES 
 
The aim of the surveys was to provide: 
 

• To undertake a Phase 1 (extended) survey for all the identified Category 1 sites 
during the 2012 survey season 

• To survey each site; 

• To provide information and a description of the wildlife interest for each site 

• To map specified habitat types, using standard colour codes for each site including 
a breakdown of habitat types within it 

• To list species including protected species or evidence of their presence, BAP 
species and habitats, remark on biodiversity, appraise the nature conservation value 

• For those sites with previous survey data available, to analyse and provide 
commentary on the main changes (if any) to have occurred in the intervening years 

• To compile statistics on extent and distribution of each habitat type, on each site 
and in aggregate  

• To rank sites in terms of wildlife value with which to evaluate sites 

• To create and deliver to IBC a database capable of easy future updating, containing 
all site information linking layers in ArcView and/or MapInfo 

• To provide an electronic photographic record of the sites with photographs 
geotagged to provide grid reference 

• To provide a written report of results and recommendations for any necessary 
compliance 

• To advise on whether, if it is a potential development site, the value is sufficient to 
warrant the imposition of mitigation or compensation measures 

 
3.0 METHODOLOGY 
 
In order to achieve the overall aims of the project the following tasks were undertaken: 
 

• existing digital information for each site was collated using data provided by Suffolk 
Biological Records Centre and from 1:10,000 maps and aerial photographs 

• every site was surveyed and a record made of its conservation value 
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• photographs were taken of the relevant sites, both geotagged and digital high 
quality images 

• criteria and a ranking system was used to evaluate sites 

• comments were made on habitats/species of wildlife interest 

• ecological issues were highlighted 

• The sites were mapped to Phase 1 colour codes using BosqMap software 
 
3.1 Criteria for site evaluation 
 
At each site the following was recorded: 

• Location: Site name, number and grid reference  

• Size: the size was noted in hectares (ha) 

• Survey details: Date, surveyor, weather conditions 

• Phase 1 map and photos 

• Status: Designation, ranking and overall wildlife value 

• Habitat type: distinct, dominant habitat types were briefly detailed 

• Subsidiary habitat: this included additional habitats of particular note such as 
dead wood 

• Site description: a detailed account of the site 

• Connectivity: if a site linked to other green corridors, this was noted and described 
in detail where relevant 

• Structural diversity: the differing vegetation structure (height) providing a 
variation in niche potential for a wide range of taxa was described for each site if 
relevant 

• Protected species: these were noted if recorded, or if previously recorded 

• Protected species potential: this was noted if the habitat was deemed suitable for 
named protected species 

• BAP species: these were noted if seen, or if previously recorded 

• BAP habitats: these were noted if present 

• BAP species potential: this was noted if the habitat was deemed suitable for BAP 
species 

• Flora, avifauna, herpetofauna, mammals, invertebrates etc: species seen or 
recorded were noted and habitat which offered potential for specific taxa was noted 

• Comments and recommendations: overall impressions of each site were noted 
and although detailed management recommendations were not part of the remit, 
these were in some instances offered and further survey work was recommended 
where relevant 

 
BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) species and habitats: priority species or habitats 
(usually those that are threatened, rare or declining in a UK or European context) that have 
been identified by the UK government in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (DoE 1995) 
amended August 2007.  Local plans have also been produced for those priority species and 
habitats occurring in Suffolk (Suffolk Local Biodiversity Action Plans).  In addition, 
habitats and species special to Suffolk have been identified and termed ‘Suffolk Character 
Plans’. 
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Protected species: species protected by law under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
as amended, The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 and the 
Protection of Badgers Act 1992.   
 
 
3.2 System of site ranking 
A system of ranking each site from the information gathered during surveys was 
established, using a simple numbering method.  Numbers 1-6 were used (1 = high, 6 = 
low). 
 

1 Statutory designation e.g. SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) scheduled 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 

2 Non-statutory designation e.g. County Wildlife Site (CWS).  CWSs are sites 
regarded as important in a county/regional context. 

3 Non-statutory designation e.g. Local Wildlife Site (LWS), Biodiversity Action 
Plan (BAP) species and habitats (except those that are locally common e.g. song 
thrush) and/or species protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981). 

4 No designation but clearly of value due to size, connectivity, species diversity, 
potential for BAP and protected species and locally common BAP and 
protected species. 

5 No designation but has some natural capital: is in character with the area (e.g. 
woodland), provides limited connectivity. 

6 No designation and of no conservation value. 
 
Site Ranking 1: Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs): the most important sites for 
wildlife within a national context.  The criterion used to assess such sites has been 
developed by English Nature.   
 
Site Ranking 2: County Wildlife Sites (CWSs): these sites have a high priority for 
protection.  Although there is currently no statutory protection, all of Suffolk’s local 
authorities have included a policy in their local plans to protect CWSs from development.  
The criteria used to assess CWSs have been developed by Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Suffolk 
County Council and Suffolk Biological Records Centre (SBRC) (The County Wildlife Site 
panel).  The information is available on the Suffolk Biodiversity Partnership website: 
http://www.suffolkbiodiversity.org/wildlife-sites.aspx  accessed 31/10/12. 
 
Site Ranking 3: (including Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs)): sites which do not fulfil the 
criteria for SSSI or CWS status but have a high conservation value.  These sites comprise 
the best examples of different habitats or are important for a particular species and are 
assessed of the following criteria: 
 

• Non-recreatability. The sites must have some degree of naturalness 

• Diversity and presence of indicator species. Sites that are less diverse than CWSs 
will be included. For example, grassland that is not a remnant of old meadow but 
has a good number of grass and herb species. Areas dominated by amenity 
grassland will not be included 

• Rarity. Sites that contain habitats, plants and animals that are rare within the town 
but may be common throughout the county are included here 

• Potential value. A number of LWSs are sites that have been neglected. These sites 
may have potential value once appropriate conservation management work is 
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carried out.  Some sites that could benefit from habitat creation are included, but 
only those that already have some conservation value 

• Size. There is no minimum size for LWSs but sites that do not have a great 
diversity of species or habitats and contain no rare species are unlikely to be 
included if they are less than 0.25 ha 

• Woodland. Many LWS are secondary woodland as all ancient woods are designated 
as CWSs. The exceptions are small sites that may contain remnants of ancient 
woodland within woods of more recent origin.  All secondary woodlands with a 
reasonably diverse ground flora or containing some old woodland indicator species 
are included.  Woodland strips and shelter belts are nor usually included unless they 
fulfil the criteria of having a reasonably diverse ground flora.  Any sites containing 
exceptionally old trees are included because of their wildlife value 

• Scrub. Many LWSs include scrub habitat. Scrub is particularly important for 
breeding birds, particularly when it is adjacent to grassland and mature trees 

• Grassland. Areas of grassland of some diversity that do not qualify as CWSs are 
included. These may represent recently established grasslands and areas of amenity 
grassland where soil type and management favour a more species-rich sward. 
Freshwater. Freshwater sites can include rivers, streams, ditches and ponds. Sites 
which contain a reasonable variety of aquatic or marginal plants are included, as are 
those with good populations of amphibians 

• Created habitats. Some sites are included as LWSs which have developed from 
former arable or industrial use if they have a high diversity of species or are 
important for a particular species 

• Species. Sites are included as LWSs if they provide important habitat for one or 
more of the following groups: invertebrates, amphibians and reptiles, birds and 
mammals.  This includes Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species and habitats 
(except those that are locally common e.g. song thrush) and/or species protected 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981). Note: where species are of 
sufficient rarity or where there are exceptional populations, sites may be designated 
as CWSs or SSSIs. 

 
Site Ranking 4 and 5: Other Sites of Nature Conservation Interest: sites which are less 
important for wildlife but still retain a degree of naturalness. Locally common BAP species 
such as song thrush may be present and also locally common protected species such as 
reptiles. However, this ranking applies only in cases of low numbers of a single species and 
not significant populations of one or more species. (See LWS and CWSs). 
In addition, these sites often provide valuable stepping stones and wildlife corridors along 
which species can travel between sites. 
 
Site Ranking 6: Areas that are of limited or no value for wildlife:  These may include 
built areas, large arable fields or regularly mown amenity grassland with no other semi-
natural features.  
 
3.3 Conservation value 
Linked to the ranking system is the method of establishing whether a site was of high, 
medium or low conservation value: 
 

1-2 High conservation value 
3-4 Medium conservation value 
5-6 Low conservation value 
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Catalogue of sites 
 
Audit 
Ref 

IBC Ref Site Name 

21 W21/IP058 Volvo Raeburn Road South / Sandy Hill Lane  
23 UC269 / IP152 Airport Farm Kennels   
24 UC089 / IP083 Banks of river upriver from Princes St   
25 UC148 / IP108 Builder's Yard, Vermont Crescent   
26 W58 Cliff Quay power station scrub   
27 UC010 / IP010  Co-Op Depot Felixstowe Road   
28 UC062 / IP059 Elton Park Industrial Estate (developed area)   
29 W60 Elton Park wasteground   
30 UC068 / IP065 Former 405 Club Bader Close   
31 UC070 / IP067 Former British Energy Site Cliff Quay   
32 IP143/W67 Former Norsk Hydro and part Hog Highland   
33 UC005 / IP005 Former Tooks Bakery   
34 UC209 / IP121 Front of Pumping Station Belstead Road   
35 UC069 / IP066 JJ Wilson, White Elm Street   
36 UC033 / IP032 King George V Playing Field   
37 UC080 / IP076 Land at Yarmouth Road   
38 UC086 / IP081 Land north of Ranelagh Road   
39 UC257 / IP140 Land north of Whitton Lane   
40 UC113 / IP099 Part Former Volvo Site Raeburn Road   
41 UC030 / IP029 Opposite 674-734 Bramford Road   
42 UC263 / IP146 Ransomes Europark   
43 W83 Ransomes Europark ALL (apart from CWS's)   
44 UC132 / IP107 Rear of 601- 655 Bramford Road - part   
45 UC064 / IP061 School site Lavenham Road   
46 UC267 / IP150 South of Ravenswood   
47 W38 Sproughton Road pond & Stocks Land   
48 W35 / UC18  St Clements Hospital Grounds   
49 UC003 / IP003 Waste Tip north of Sir Alf RamseyWay   
144 IP181 Land west of Westerfield Road   
145 IP180 Land to east of Henley Road north of railway 

line  
146 IP185 Ipswich School Playing Field   
147 IP186 Land opposite 289-299 Henley Road   
148 IP182 Land to the east of Westerfield Road   
149 IP183 Land north of Millennium Cemetery   
151 UC264 Land between railway junction and Hadleigh 

Road 
152 IP165 Eastway Business Park, Europa Way 
153 IP090 Europa Way 
 
 
No survey was undertaken for sites 26 and 31 at the time of report production, due to no 
access to these sites.
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Key to phase 1 Maps 


