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Foreword

For more than 100 years Christchurch Park has been the focus for
a range of events and activities, from concerts and fun runs to
fireworks, carnivals and an annual mela festival.

Since its transfer from a private estate to a public park in 1895, the
main Park and Mansion, along with the Arboreta, have become
greatly treasured by the people of Ipswich, who take enormous
pride in their beauty and accessibility. Extending to more than 80
acres, Christchurch Park is a place to enjoy, relax and watch the
abundance of wildlife.

Over the last few years, the restoration project, funded by the
Heritage Lottery Fund and Ipswich Borough Council, with strong
support from the Friends of Christchurch Park, has made major
improvements to the parkland landscape. Much loved buildings
(the Arts & Crafts, and Cabman’s Shelters) have been
magnificently restored by local craftsmen, whilst new buildings,
including the Reg Driver Visitor Centre, have brought superb
additional facilities to the Park. The Burton and Brett Fountains,
and War Memorial have also been restored.

Since 1999, when the original restoration plan was conceived, and
throughout these works, local people have been closely involved
and thoroughly consulted on every aspect of the project. Public
involvement has culminated in the introduction of the
Christchurch Park Management Board, an advisory body of major
stakeholders.

This Management Plan sets out the vision for the continued
restoration, enhancement and management of Ipswich’s premier
park for existing and future generations. It is history in the
making, ensuring the survival of a rare asset, and I am delighted
to recognise the hard work which has resulted in this document,
and the even harder work to come in its implementation!

Cllr. Judy Terry
Portfolio Holder Culture & Leisure
Ipswich Borough Council
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1. Introduction

1.1 Description of the Park

Christchurch Park is Ipswich’s best known park, possessing one of the most complete
histories of any of the Town’s many and varied landscapes. It has its roots in the 12th

Century when the Park formed part of a prosperous estate established by Augustinian
monks. In more recent times the Tudor Mansion was given to the Town of Ipswich on the
condition that the ‘Corporation’ purchase the remainder of the Park. The Park was formally
opened to the public on 24th April 1895 and has been the Town’s most popular park ever
since. It is listed in the English Heritage Register of Historic Parks and Gardens as Grade II,
and lies in one of the Town’s most important conservation areas. (See Figure 1)

1.2 History of the Park

Early historical records suggest that the area of Christchurch Park stands outside the Town’s
medieval defences although the area around St. Margaret's Green was originally known as
‘Thingstead’, the Viking name for a public meeting place. Thingstead is described in 1322 as
‘nigh the town wall in St. Margaret’s Parish’. It is believed that the site of the Anglo-Saxon
church of Holy Trinity, noted as in possession of 26 acres of land in the Domesday Book,
later became the site of the Holy Trinity. The Priory after the dissolution of 1536 became the
site of Christchurch Mansion.

1.2.1 Christchurch Park originally came into being as part of the Priory of the Holy Trinity,
which was established by Augustinian monks on the site in the 12th Century.
Following the sequestration of church property during the reformation, the site was
developed as a private estate by a succession of owners until being acquired by
Claude Fonnereau in 1735. In 1851, W.C. Fonnereau leased 13 acres of the estate to
the Corporation for the purposes of developing a public pleasure ground or
Arboretum.

.
1.2.2 In 1895, a local benefactor gave Christchurch Mansion to the Town on the condition

that the ‘Ipswich Corporation’ purchases the remainder of the property. This done, the
Park was officially opened to the public on 24th April 1895.
Two separate Arboreta were established; the Upper Arboretum was designed by
William Poutney and leased by the Corporation for the use of the public, whilst the
lower portion was held by a private syndicate which restricted the access to paid
subscribers. The fashionable and more tastefully laid out Lower Arboretum was
absorbed into the Park proper in 1922, having been purchased by the Borough.

1.2.3 A full chronology has been attached in the Appendix (14.1). A Documentary History
Report produced by special commission in 2003 as part of preparation for the
restoration project is available from the Park Manager in the Visitor Centre.
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Figure 1
Christchurch Park

showing local
context in North

Ipswich
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2. Where are we now?
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Landscape Character Areas The Park has been divided into five Landscape Character
areas primarily for the purposes of the Restoration bid and these areas have subsequently
been used to help develop the vision for the maintenance of the Park over the next ten
years. The areas are shown in Figure 2. These five areas are indicative of the natural and
man-made features within them:

2.3.1 Mansion and War Memorial Area The Southern end of the Park is characterised by
its formality. The Soane St. entrance gives way to views of the Mansion and the oval
lawn. To the west are the regimented footpaths to the war memorials. To the North
of this area is the Round (Mirror) Pond and the new Visitor Centre. The grassland is
well maintained with a highly ornamental feel to the Mansion Lawn. Several smaller
gardens feature across the area including the Wolsey Gallery Garden and the Peace
Garden.

2.3.2 Parkland The majority of the main Park is within this character area. The grassland
is maintained for informal recreational purposes and large mature trees dominate the
landscape. There are several veteran trees across this area (approx 400 years old).
The area is bounded on the east by Westerfield Rd. and to the north by the large
houses in Park Rd.There are several features in this area including the Cabman’s
Shelter, Children’s Play Area, Burton Fountain and Westerfield Rd. Toilet Block.

2.3.3 Wildlife Valley The wildlife valley is in the centre of the Park and runs from the north to
the south. At the southern end there is the Bird Reserve woodland and Wilderness,
Medieval and Bog ponds. As you travel north woodland gives way to wet then dry
meadows.

2.3.4 Lower Arboretum The Lower Arboretum is to the east of the Bridleway, which runs
from Fonnereau Rd. to Park Rd. At its southern end is the very formal Mayors Walk,
which leads on to the Croquet Lawn and Rockery. The northern half of the Arboretum
is a mix between mature shrubberies and tennis courts. The Lower Arboretum has as
its focal point the Pavilion building and the recent addition of a teenage ballcourt.

2.3.5 Upper Arboretum The Upper Arboretum is to the west of the Bridleway. It is
accessed via two tunnels from the Lower Arboretum, a gate from the Main Park at its
northern boundary and from Henley Rd. The Henley Rd. entrance is the centrepiece
to the area with the Brett Fountain at its heart. To the north are formal shrub beds
replanted as part of the HLF Project and to the south the Arts & Crafts Shelter. The
Upper Arboretum also has a toilet block, small blue-badge car park and ‘Friends’
buggy just inside the entrance.
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Figure 2
Landscape Character
Areas in Christchurch

Park


