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• The Present Town Hall stands on the site of St Mildred’s Chapel mentioned in the Doomsday Book. The 
Chapel was dedicated to a saint connected to the Saxon royal family of East Anglia but had ceased to 
function by the 1300’s.  

• It is believed to have been occupied by the governing body of the Town Following a Royal Charter from King 
John in 1200. 

• The Chapel itself had become a court in 1421 and was subdivided and given a new floor. It was then known 
as the Guildhall (a hall in which the merchants guild of Ipswich meet.) or Moot Hall (a Council meeting place). 

• In about 1494 the building was enlarged and a new façade built onto the Cornhill. The brick Façade and 
crowfoot gable recalled the towns close trading links with the Low Countries and the Hanseatic League of 
North Germany and the Baltic. 

• From 1812-1818 the Cornhill façade of the Town Hall was remodelled from a design by Palladio in a classical 
style with 4 Ionic pillars by architect Mr B.S.B. Catt.  

• The first stone was laid 4th June 1818 and the various remodelling works were not completed till 1842.  

• At that time the Town Hall contained the Police Station and cells (first floor) and Session Courts (ground 
floor). The first Sessions were held in 1842. It also contained the Council Chamber and Museum (belonging 
to the Literary Institute), the old Town Library (which had moved there from Blackfriars) and part of the St 
Mildred’s Chapel (in the cellars). 

• The present Town Hall was built on an enlarged site which also contained the premises of the Corn 
Exchange, Tavern and Coles watches merchants. 

• The foundation stone was laid by Mayor Ebeneezer Goddard on April 18th 1866 and was opened by Mayor 
John Patteson Cobbold on January 28th 1868. 

• The building cost £16k (more than the original budget of £11.7k), was designed by architects Bellamy and 
Hardy of Lincoln in a ‘mock Venetian’ style and was built by Mr. E. Gibbons of Ipswich.  

• The whole ground floor was originally devoted to the Session Court (galleries 1& 2). The basement (entrance 
from Princes Street) was the Police Station and cells (customer service centre) while the first floor held the 
Council Chamber and for a short time the Towns Library (gallery 3.). The last Court Session was held in 1968. 

• It was built with yellowish Bath Stone, a Shelly Limestone (upper level), red sand stone pillars and pilasters, 
made from Mansfield stone from near Nottingham and the interior pillars are Scandinavian red granite, 
polished in Scotland (load bearing). 

• The Façade is 92 ft long and 120 ft to the top of the clock tower. 

• The clock mechanism is made by the clockmakers Dent of London, the same company that made the 
mechanism of the clock at the Palace of Westminster. 

• The bell of the Town Hall clock was cast in 1867 by John Warner & Sons Ltd, the same company which built 
the first Elizabeth Tower clock at the Houses of Parliament. Our bell weighs 16cwt, is 45inches in diameter 
and sounds the note F sharp. Thanks to a special timer, the bell can be heard in civilised hours but is silent 
from 11am – 8am, except midnight on the 31st December. 

• The 4 statues displayed on the façade of the building represent Commerce, Learning, Justice and Agriculture.  


